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1814] Celestial -Phenomena. 16$ 

consequently, their rise « no proof of the depreciation of our piper currency. Tin 
demand for these metals is very trifling, except for the purpose of cota, and the 
exported from one country >o agofher, merely (o supply the inequalities of excls , „ 
which in great measure arise from the different value of the circtflatihg' medium "Oif i 
respective countries, and thus they may pretty accurately measure in their rise and 1 
the value of paper money. 

Much outcry has taken place lately in the public prints ok the bad faith of fhj$ 
French in limiting the cash payments in the bank of Paris to a eertiih extent per dja*. 
We haw too generally one rule to judge for "ourselves, and another, fof oar eperaiei. 
The bank of Paris, with their tfeuntry inraded, and' the enemy almost at the gatfa. 
limit their issues of cash ; this is called a breach of faith with their creditors, and is fe> 
presented as an act of national bankruptcy. In 1797, the national banks of England 
and Ireland were protected from issuing any cash, and they have since merely exchang- 
ed one set of promises for another. The private banks in Great Britain and Jrelane] 
have followed the example. By what name does modern, casuistry denominate this line 
of proceeding ? In reference to the state of affairs b&th with us and in the /country 
over which he rules, well might Bonaparte exclaim some considerable time ago, «f A 
paper money i« the greatest enemy of social order." 

On the state of finance aiidof the nation*! debt, a wejt written book has beep lately 
published by Dr. Hamilton, Professor of "Natural Philosophy in the Mareschal College 
and IJniyersity of Aberdeeia. It exhibit* clear and accurate statements necessary to 
be read by all, who , study the Statistics of acQuntry, ?*d shows the fallacy of th* 
sinking fund* or the syste'jn of borrowing and paying at 'the same time j and of the 
calculations of. compound interest, which are adapted to puzzle those Who will not be, 
at the trouble of entering into exact computation, while its wonders astonish the jgno~ 
rant, like, tricks performed wjth a magic lantern. But ajl' these contrivances tend to 
keep itp t,he popular defy siqn flf a bloated and unreal prosperity. 

,Yet, in themidst of. all attempts to keep up flattering prospects, pauperism qa Ejigiana 
gains ground, an'4 the ninnber of {hose supported by the poor rates is rapidly increasing, 
Ireland never having arrived at a Jjjxeat height of prosperity, feels the difficulties of 
the times in a less degree, and never having risen high, [us a shorter spate to fall ; but 
iniugl^nd, (he «h?pge frpjn Hetfer to worsej' in the descending series of natipnal pro- 
gression, is severely felt. The main spring of public spirit' is Mtjken, and even thjt 
ca^se. of national liberty J» endangered from the vastly increasing number of those 
who have lost their independence, and are forced to .submit to the degradation Cif soli- 
citing parochial aid. 

" .11] (area thcland, JO hast'nine UU a nrey f 

Where wealth accumulates, and jhen decay. 

For ahold peasaiury, their country's pride f 

When^tice destroy'd, can never be supplied" 
Exchange on London has continued through tbif month, with occasional fluctuations, 
from 4 to $1 per cent, 



CEt^STIAL PHENOMENA. 

FOR MARCH-, 1814. 

Ik this month, Mars takes the place of Venus as an evening star, and Jupiter, in the 
opposite heavens, decorates the eastern sky. Mercury is iu a favourable position in the 
middle of the month. 

On the 3d, the Moon » on the meridian at two minutes pa«t ten., having direqtly 
under her the small stars in the bead of thv Hydra ; to I he east of her we, uptime the, 
first" of the Lion and Jupiter. 

On the 6th, is full Moon, at a quarter past seven ia she mwiaf , ctHMe^yoatly *b* 
appears iti the eastern horizon scan after Sun set, rising under the Lion, being in tjsie 
space between this constellation and the Virgin, the second of tfee latter *i*tP£ under 
and soon after her. 



17© To Correspondents. [Feb. 

On, the T3th, .the Mooa rises in the morning, the second of tne Scorpion being no* 
%t ffme distance from her to the west ; and being followed soon after her rising by 
Aj^tares, she forms with them a varying triangle, at first at nearly equal distances from 
those stars.. 

On the 23d, the crescent of the *'oon is seen again soon after Sun-set, in the west, 
under and a,t some distance from the three first stnrs of the Ram, directing her course 
to the small ttars in the head of the Whale, and under Mars, who is at a considerable 
distance from' her on the other side of the three first stars of the Ram. 

On the 30th, the Moon passes the ecliptic in her ascending node, between fire and 
»ix in the morning. In the evening, she is on the meridian at thrae minutes past eight, 
the nebula of the Crab being near to, and to the west of her. To the east of her, the 
test of the Lion and' Jupiter will attract our attention. On the 31st, she is on the me- 
dian at fifty-eight minutes past eight, being under the small stars in the head of the 
lion', the first with Jupiter being still to the east of her, but so near, that she will evi- 
dently have passed them both before her next appearance. Her course is evidently di- 
rected above them ; but in pasing between the first and third of the Lion, she goes near 
to the former star. 

.Mercury is at his greatest elongation on the 16th, and stationary on the 23d, being, 
during the whole month, an evening star. The Moon passes him on the 23d. 

Venus is in her inferior conjunction on the 12th, and consequently loo near the Sun 
to be seen during a great part of the month. Though so near the conjunction on the 
ls(, she will be seen as the evening star in the west, for she is in a favourable position, 
and her latitude north is eight minutes eight seconds, whence she is above the horizon 
for two hours after Sun-set. After the 12th, she becomes a morning star; and, not- 
withstanding the disadvantage of her position, she will, from her great northern lati- 
tude, be soon discovered again in the morning. The vioon passes her on the 20th. 

Mart it an evening' star, being about mid-heaven at first, and continuing near to 
that height, at Sim-set, 'during the whole month. He forms a principal feature in the 
groupe formed by the first of the Ram, the Pleiades, the Hyades, and Menkar. He i* 
jn'the middle of thisgroupeon the 14th, passing then the fourth of the Ram; and on 
the 2j>th, we shall notice his progress under the Pleiades. 

Jupiter it on the meridian at thirty-eight minutes past eleven on the night of the 1st, 
ajld at ten on the 25th. We shall perceive him at first near the horizon in the east soon 
after Sun-set, and gradually higher at that time ; thus affording, during the whole 
tnbntb',' very favourable' opportunities for observation on this orb, and his moons. The 
Moon passes him on the 5th. 

Saturn is a morning Mar, being at first about eleven degrees above the horizon at 
Sun-rise, and this height is daily increasing. Above him, to the east, we perceive the 
two first stars of the goat; to the line drawn through them and produced, he is slowly 
approaching, his motion being direct throcgb two degrees and a half; but he does not 
reach this line this month. The Moon passes him, on the 17th. 

Herschell is on the meridian at a quarter past five on the morning' of the 1st, and at 
four on the "Oth. He is stationary on the 6th, and consequently will be near the same 
spot during the whole month. To the 6th, his motion is direct, but scarcely percep- 
tible ; and after that day retrograde, through a quarter of a degree. Our director to 
him is the second of the Scorpion, which star, when he is on the meridian, is above him, 
and about two degreet from him, being to the west of him. The Moon passes him 
on the 12th. Trend's Suiting Amiuaxents 



TO CORRESPONDENTS. 

A Correspondent who appears to rest with much self-complacency on a confident 
dpinion of bis own wit s with an affected style of ironical praise of the Belfast Maga- 
ctne, objects to the word « ameliorate", in our pages. The word u certainly not 
found in dictionaries, but its use is sanctioned- by geod modernautboruy, and among 
dthert by the writers in the Monthly Review, whose precedent may be allowed to be ot 
tbfete validity In a const of criticism. , 

Various articles arrived after the department of the Original CommujucaXions ha* 
been doted for this month. 



